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AGROECOLOGY - ABOUT:

The AGROECOLOGY Partnership, funded by Horizon Europe, unites the European
Commission and 111 partners across 31 Member States, Associated Countries, and Third
Countries. The Partnership will support an agriculture sector that is fit to meet the targets
and challenges of climate change, biodiversity loss, food security and sovereignty, and the

environment, while ensuring a profitable and attractive activity for farmers.

Our mission is to facilitate and promote a large-scale European effort aimed at
transitioning the agricultural sector to agroecology. This transition is essential to address
pressing issues such as climate change, biodiversity loss, food security and environmental

degradation while ensuring profitability and attractiveness for farmers.

We aim to coordinate efforts, pool resources, and facilitate the transition to agroecology,
envisioning resilient, productive, and prosperous farming systems that are

environmentally sustainable, climate-friendly, and people-centric by 2050.

Beyond funding research and innovation projects, supporting networks of living labs and
research infrastructures, and providing policy support, the AGROECOLOGY Partnership
fosters collaboration, knowledge exchange, and capacity building across the agroecology
community. By strengthening social capital, promoting shared values, expanding
networks, and enhancing skills, competencies, and awareness of agroecology, the
Partnership contributes to the development of a vibrant and connected European

research and innovation ecosystem.

Also within its communication and dissemination activities, the AGROECOLOGY Partnership
aims to provide ECRs with opportunities to gain international research experience,
broaden their professional networks, and develop the knowledge and competencies

needed for transnational, interdisciplinary, and multidisciplinary collaboration.

Find here more information about the AGROECOLOGY partnership:

https:/ /www.agroecologypartnership.eu/en/



WHAT DOES AGROECOLOGY OFFER?

Successful applicants will:

- Receive a financial support of max. 3,000 Euro giving ECRs the possibility to stay
at an institution of his/her interest in order to gain experiences in a new

environment and exchange with researchers and/or other professionals.

- Conference presentation opportunity: ECRs who submit an outstanding final
report may be invited to present the outcomes of their research stay at an
AGROECOLOGY event, providing an opportunity to showcase their work, engage

with the wider research community, and expand their professional network.

=> Take the opportunity and apply for an EARLY CAREER RESEARCHER VISIT at

an organisation of your interest

KEY- REQUIREMENTS FOR APPLICATION - ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA:

The ECR should apply in accordance with the following requirements — non-compliance

with these requirements may result in exclusion of the application:

e The ECRs’ academic qualification such as master degree (minimum) or PhD
must not date back longer than five years (date of certificate).

e Applicants must be permanent residents of an EU Member State or a Horizon
Europe Associated Country.

e Host institutions must be in an EU Member State or a Horizon Europe
Associated Country. These can be either research institutes and universities
or public organisations involved in policy-making and research funding (e.g.
ministries or agencies) - list of possible institutions/organisations - see

Annex A.



e Prior to the application, the ECR has to obtain the agreement of the Host
institution, that it is willing to host the ECR.

e The visit has to be in a country other than the ECR’s country of permanent
residence, i.e. he/she must cross a state border (no commuting foreseen).

e The visit must be in the remit of AGROECOLOGY: topics and disciplines have
to be relevant to AGROECOLOGY.

e Visits must take place in the period from February 2027 to December 2027.

e The AGROECOLOGY financial support is max. 3,000 Euro. This budget is meant
to cover expenses for travel, accommodation and subsistence for the visit of
the ECR during his/her permanence at a host institution. Any costs exceeding
the max. amount of 3,000 Euro, must be covered by the ECR him/herself.

e The duration of the visit should last a minimum of 4 weeks (without
intercalations).

This grant is intended to support new research stays that foster new
collaborations and expand professional networks. It cannot be used to

extend an existing stay.

REQUIRED DOCUMENTS FOR APPLICATION

The ECR has to provide the following documents for the application process - all

application documents have to be written in English:

e Copy of certificate of the highest academic degree.

e letter of support from the host institution: The letter should include
information about the envisaged activities, the timeframe of visit and a short
description of possible tasks (max. 1 page) (see template as example in
Annex B).

o Letter of reference from a previous supervisor/advisor would be an asset.

e Curriculum Vitae of max. 1 page.



e Motivation letter specifying, among others, the expected benefits for the
ECR's career (max. 1 page).
e Reasonable calculation of expected expenses for accommodation, travel

and subsistence - along with the envisaged timeline.

TIMELINE OF THE CALL:

The preliminary timeline for the application and selection process is as follows:

e Calllaunch: July 2026
e Submission: September 30t 2026 15:00 (CEST)
e Selection: November 2026

¢ Communication to the applicants: Beginning of December 2026

e Visits: between February 2027 and December 2027

EVALUATION CRITERIA:

The appropriateness and quality of the application will be reviewed by a dedicated team

of experts. Each application will be evaluated against following criteria:

e Qualification/motivation of the applicant.

¢ Value of the visit —networking and knowledge exchange opportunities and
benefits for the ECR, the host institution and - if applicable - his/her home
institution; quality of the envisaged tasks and activities.

e Compatibility with AGROECOLOGY topics and disciplines.

e Overview of expected expenses

Applicants should calculate their budget with care, as the cost-effectiveness and
value for money of the proposed research stay will be an important criterion in the

evaluation process.



REPORTING:

Each successful applicant selected for AGROECOLOGY funding must submit a short written
report of their visit to the AGROECOLOGY ECR Hosting Team four weeks after their return.
This report should include the following (a template for the report will be provided within

due time (max. 10 pages):

e Brief scientific summary

e Expected and unexpected benefits of the visit

e Scientific and personal values

e Pictures

e Overview and justification of expenses (we reserve the right to request

receipts)

Contact Task 3.6 Team:

Name Johanna Brieden (BLE*) Bernhard Grof3 (BLE*)
Phone +49 228 6845 3285 +49 228 6845 3649
E-Mail johanna.brieden@ble.de bernhard.gross@ble.de

*  Federal Office for Agriculture and Food, Germany

Submission of application:

The application must be submitted via the submission system:

https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/ AGROECOLOGYECRHosting2026

Please ensure to submit the application in time. Applications submitted after the deadline
will be excluded from the application process.


mailto:johanna.brieden@ble.de
mailto:bernhard.gross@ble.de
https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/AGROECOLOGYECRHosting2026
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1. Annex A: List of possible Host Institutions:

- Public Research performing Organisations

- Public Universities

- Private Universities

- Public Project Management Agencies/Offices
- Federal Offices/Agencies

- Ministries

- Inter-governmental organizations (European Commission, EFSA, FAO etc.)
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2. Annex B: Template for a Letter of Support from the Host Institution:

- Name of the Institution and the relevant unit where the ECR will be hosted

- Name and address of the ECR/applicant; degree of graduation, discipline (s)

- Short description of the unit — e.g. research areaq, expertise/competences,
activities

- Expectations towards the ECR/applicant: Envisaged activities during the visit and
short description of the tasks, which can be performed by the ECR/applicant

- Timeframe: The timeframe (duration and period) the ECR/applicant can be

hosted
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