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About SNK

• Established in 2019 as follow up from Green Deal National 
Carbon Market

• Certification of emission reduction or carbon removal 
activities that are not (yet) covered by policy instruments

• Rulebook – rules and methodologies

• Independent validation (project plans) and verification 
(project results)

• Public registry with projects, project plans and certificates

• SNK is not a trading platform



Certificaten worden door de Stichting Nationale Koolstofmarkt (SNK) aangemaakt. ‘Gevalideerd’ betekent dat het 

projectplan is goedgekeurd door SNK. Deze status kan gedurende de looptijd van het project wijzigen in 

‘geverifieerd’, 

d.w.z. de emissiereductie of  koolstofvastlegging is door een onafhankelijke partij vastgesteld. 

De actuele status van de certificaten is opvraagbaar via het register SNK: www.NationaleCO2markt.nl

voor deelname

van

aan het project ‘ABC’

voor 150 ton CO2 gevalideerde 

emissiereductie

<bedrijf>

Datum afgifte: 13 april 2021

Serienummers: SNK-Ax-a-z



Value of a certificate

• An SNK-certificaat shows that a project results:

• In emission reduction / carbon removal, which is

• additional to existing policies and common practice, and 
which 

• Has been determined by independent experts.

• Recognition of emission reduction as a product.

• With a certificate the buyer demonstrates a voluntary 
contribution to an emission reduction/ carbon removal in the 
Netherlands

• Emission reduction / carbon removal remains with the 
project

• No carbon credit

https://platformco2neutraal.nl/projecten/lijst/
https://platformco2neutraal.nl/projecten/lijst/


Overview projects

18 peatland rewetting

12 New forests / Climate-smart forests / Ash

6 Aquathermal – e.g. surface water heatig for 
public buildings

6 Permanent grassland

2 Recycling plastics

1 Smart tyrepumps

1 Recycling cellulose (from sludge)

Estimated emission reduction: 336.000 tCO2/yr

Issued certificates: 10,361 tCO2



The registry

https://nationaleco2markt.nl/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/register-24-januari-2023.pdf


From plan to certificate

1. Check the methodology for your project type/measure on SNK’s website

2. Write and submit a project

3. Validation of project plan by external validator (1st round by 4 weeks)

4. Project implementation

5. Verification of emission reduction / carbon removal by external verifier

6. SNK issues certificates upon verification report (in register)

Rulebook item: Proces van projectplan tot uitgifte van certificaten (pdf).

https://nationaleco2markt.nl/register/
https://nationaleco2markt.nl/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/SNK-Proces-uitgifte-certificaten-van-plan-tot-certificaat-5.0.pdf


Organisation SNK

• Board and director

• Working groups run by 
volunteers

• Committee of Experts

• Participants’ council

• Role of government:
• Partakes in working groups

• Contributes, upon request, to 
Committee of Experts



Voluntary carbon market in NL

• Increasing demand for carbon certificates for claims of 
CO2 compensation

• Buyers critically check robustness of methodologies

• Willingness to pay extra for co-benefits (e.g. 
Meadowbirds)

• Supply is lagging behind growth in demand -> enable 
bundling of smaller projects

• Risk of image of green washing (‘climate neutral’)

• Uncertainty about policy development -> additionality?
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