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Why is One Health Important? 
• One Health is a holistic approach to tackling complex health challenges, including antimicrobial

resistance, by recognising the interdependence of human, animal and plant health.

• The One Health approach:

✓ Allows for early detection – faster responses

✓ Improves public health, food safety, and food security

✓ Protects the environment

✓ Saves costs by reducing duplication and harnessing synergies

✓ Drives innovation

• Mission Letter from President von der Leyen to Olivér Várhelyi – Commissioner for Health and

Animal Welfare:

“Continue to build on the One Health approach, recognizing the connection between people,

animals, plants and their shared environment.”



One Health in DG SANTE



The One Health Approach to tackle AMR

• The threat posed by AMR continues to grow in both gravity and urgency.

• Every year, 35,000 people in Europe die from infections caused by antibiotic-resistant bacteria,

incurring almost €12 billion in healthcare costs and productivity losses.

• AMR is a quintessential One Health Challenge: it crosses species and sectors.

• Tackling AMR isn’t just about quick fixes, it requires :

✓Collaboration at all levels

✓Legislation and targets to assess progress

✓Concrete actions to drive progress

What does it mean in practice for the EU to harness One Health to curb AMR?



2023 Council Recommendation on Stepping up 
Actions against AMR in a One Health Approach

✓ Targets to reduce antimicrobial use by 2030 including a 20%

reduction in total human consumption of antibiotics and a 50%

reduction in EU sales of antimicrobials for animals and aquaculture.

✓ Strengthening of national action plans to help implement these

targets and monitor the use of antibiotics at national level

✓ Better surveillance of AMR and antimicrobial consumption (AMC),

including in hospitals and long-term care facilities

✓ Efforts to improve the health and welfare of food-producing

animals to decrease the spread of infectious diseases

✓ Awareness raising



Scientific Advice Mechanism (SAM) –
Opinion on One Health Governance

• Provides policy recommendations on improving management and

governance.

• Recognizes the interconnectedness of human, animal, and

environmental health.

• Key recommendations include:

➢strengthening transdisciplinary collaboration,

➢increasing education and training, enhancing research and

innovation,

➢improving preventive actions, surveillance, and risk assessments.

• The overarching aim of the Opinion is to provide advice for a more

coordinated and effective response to complex health challenges

across the EU, including AMR



One Health in Practice: Veterinary 
Antimicrobials

• The Regulation on Veterinary Medicines, (Regulation (EU) 2019/6)

applicable since January 2022, bans the use of:

o antimicrobials reserved for treatment of infections in humans, in animals

and products of animal origin intended for human consumption.

• Article 118(1) of the Regulation requires that non-EU countries wishing to

export to the EU must also abide by these rules. The provisions of Article

118 were further developed in February 2023, which established detailed

import requirements. It will enter into application on 3 September 2026.



New joint action on AMR was launched in 2024, and is the largest EU-funded action on AMR

under EU4Health to date

- Overall budget of EUR 62.5 million, of which EUR 50 million from EU4Health

- All EU MS + Norway, Iceland and Ukraine

- Support participating countries to implement diverse policies and measures to tackle AMR

through the OH approach:

✓ Strengthening National Action Plans on AMR

✓ Improving surveillance

✓ Upgrading IPC measures

✓ Fostering prudent use of antimicrobials and rolling out awareness-

raising campaigns

Transversal Initiatives: EU-JAMRAI



One Health in Practice: Studies 

A 10-month feasibility study on

integrated surveillance systems

coordinated by DG SANTE and HaDEA is

due for completion June 2025.

✓ In-depth analysis of surveillance

systems across One Health domains

✓ Identifying barriers and challenges

hindering integration

✓ Highlighting enablers and drivers of

successful integration

✓ Extracting lessons learned to support

future efforts across member states

In 2024, DG SANTE commissioned a study

aimed at designing a cost-effective,

adaptable monitoring framework to assist

Member States in tracking progress towards

the 2017 One Health AMR Action Plan and

2023 Council Recommendation.

✓ 96 indicators (29 outcome, 67 outputs),

across 9 domains



Transversal Initiatives:
AMR One Health Network

Members:

• MS experts from the human health, animal

health and environmental sectors

• Relevant EU scientific agencies

• Stakeholders

• Commission experts

Meeting twice per year to enhance the

coordination & dialogue between the human

health, veterinary and environmental sectors

in the EU institutions, Member States and

with stakeholders, in policies to address

AMR, through a One Health lens.



Transversal Initiatives: agencies

Cross-Agency One Health Task Force: gathers representatives from five EU

agencies active in the One Health sphere: ECDC, EMA, EFSA, EEA, ECHA.

✓ Aim: complement ongoing interagency activities and advance a more permanent

and established form of transdisciplinary cooperation among EU agencies.

✓ Last in-person meeting: 20-21 May 2025 in Brussels

Interagency AMR Working Group

A new mandate has been issued to the Task Force to create the group by Q4 2025.

Once operational, it will:

✓ Provide an effective platform holding regular meetings to ensure exchange of

information on AMR and discuss upcoming requests and mandates

✓ Work toward an integrating AMR surveillance data across sectors.



One Health in Practice: Carbepenemase-
Producing Enterobacterales in the food chain

The European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) published a report in April 2025,

evaluating the occurrence and spread of Carbepenemase-Producing

Enterobacterales (CPEs) in the food chain

Key Findings

• CPEs (like E. coli, Klebsiella, Salmonella) have been detected in pigs, 

poultry and cattle 

• Identical strains of CPE have been identified in both animals and humans, 

suggesting possible transmission through the food chain and shared 

environments

Concrete Recommendations

✓ Expand monitoring to include seafood, vegetables, and additional bacterial 

species, 

✓ Enhance detection methods and conduct trace-back investigations to better 

understand transmission routes



One Health in Practice: 
Response Measures to CREs in humans

• Rapid increase in human CRE infections - almost 60% rise in EU-wide carbapenem resistant K.

pneumoniae bloodstream infections since 2019, with triple digit increases seen in some MS.

• CRE poses a cross-border health threat - mortality, treatment delays and economic burden.

• “Opinion of the Health Security Committee on rapidly increasing incidence of carbapenem-

resistant Enterobacterales (CRE) in healthcare settings” published May 2025 :

- Encouraged national-level coordination via the establishment of multidisciplinary CRE management

teams

- The Commission and ECDC will continue developing EU guidelines on IPC and antimicrobial

treatment in human health, expected to be published in 2026

- Recommended that existing measures, such as EU-JAMRAI 2, be fully exploited.

- European Reference Laboratory on AMR in bacteria (EURLPH-AMR) will further promote good practice

among national reference laboratories and support advancement of whole genome sequencing



One Health in Practice: Azole Resistance

The European Commission supported ECDC, EFSA, ECHA, EEA, EMA to

conduct a joint review of azole use outside human medicine (2024)

Scope of concern

• Azole fungicides widely used in agriculture, veterinary medicine, industrial

biocides, and consumer products have been linked to rising resistance in

Aspergillus

Concrete Recommendations

✓ Introduce stricter risk-based authorisation requirements for non-medical

azole fungicides

✓ Promote research into alternative fungicides with novel modes of action

✓ Enforce good agricultural practices: proper waste storage/disposal of

treated materials

✓ Enhance data collection on use of azoles and surveillance of environmental

and clinical resistance



Antimicrobial Innovation and Access
✓ Priority signaling

o In collaboration with WHO, in April 2025, the Commission published the first ever:

i) overview and analysis of the antifungal agents in clinical and preclinical development and

ii) landscape analysis of commercially available and pipeline in vitro diagnostics for fungal

priority pathogens

✓ Strengthening surveillance capacities

o via HERA/ECDC grants to Member States

✓ Contribute to push funding for AMR medical countermeasures (MCMs)

o competitive calls for tenders to speed-up innovation (EU4Health)

o contribution agreement with GARDP to stimulate development and broaden access

✓ Improving continuity of supply through intelligence gathering

o EMA/HERA joint action on antibiotic shortages during winter 2023/2024,

o vulnerability assessment of supply chains of critical medicines

o joint procurement, stockpiling actions



Key Messages

✓ AMR is a cross-sectoral challenge, requiring a comprehensive One Health approach that

integrates human, animal, plant, and environmental health.

✓ The 2023 Council Recommendation sets ambitious EU targets to reduce antimicrobial use and

strengthen national action plans.

✓ Concrete progress includes legislative measures (e.g., veterinary medicine regulation),

cross-agency collaboration, and the development of a monitoring framework.

✓ Transversal initiatives like the AMR One Health Network and the new Interagency AMR

Working Group foster long-term cross-sectoral cooperation and collaboration.

✓ Innovation and access are being boosted through pipeline incentives and action to tackle

medicine shortages.



THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR ATTENTION

One health for all,
All for one health
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