4™ annual symposium of the Belgian Society for Viruses of Microbes
PROGRAM

8:00 Registration & poster set-up

9:00: Welcome by Prof. Yves Briers (Ghent University)

9:10-10:40 Phage therapy

Chair: prof. Annika Gillis (UC Louvain)

9:10 Karen Northshield and dr. Anais Eskenazi (CHIREC): A patient and doctor testimonial
on phage therapy

9:40 dr. Jean-Paul Pirnay (Queen Astrid Military Hospital): Behind the scenes of magistral
phage therapy

9:55 dr. Sarah Djebara (Queen Astrid Military Hospital): An overview of 200 cases of
magistral phage therapy coordinated by Belgium

10:10 dr. Brieuc Van Nieuwenhuyse (UC Louvain): Phage therapy : from bedside to bench
and back again

10:25 dr. Sabrina Green (KU Leuven): Isolation and characterization of bacteriophages
targeting pan drug-resistant Klebsiella pneumoniae for Phage Support Ukraine

10:40-11:10 Coffee break

11:10-12:20 Fundamental research in phage biology

Chair: prof. Gipsi Lima Mendez (Université de Namur)

11:10 Keynote lecture: Prof. Nicholas Taylor (University of Copenhagen): 5:2 Molecular
motors: From bacterial motility to anti-phage defense

11:50 Kevin Broux (KU Leuven): Defiance of stable lysogeny reveals hidden infection
dynamics of phage Lambda

12:05 Prof. Jeroen De Buck (University of Calgary): Targeted deletion of a non-canonical
repressor of mycobacteriophage McGavigan confirms its role in cross-cluster
superinfection immunity




12:20-12:50: Student pitches - 3 min each
Chair: dr. Pieter-Jan Ceyssens (Sciensano)

Jorien Poppeliers (KU Leuven): Bacteriophage-driven chassis diversification: mining phage
genomes to access non-model bacteria

Riet Dehaene (KU Leuven): What else can we use lysins for? Engineering a dual-action kill
switch for Pseudomonas

Iris Pottie (Ghent University): Sequence-based metagenomic approach for identifying
lysins from sewage and pig feces

Marta Coelho Barbosa (University of Minho, Ghent University): Deep dive into phage lytic
machinery: structural and bioinformatic profiling of lytic proteins from newly isolated
Pseudomonas aeruginosa bacteriophages

Maha Niazi (KU Leuven): Expanding the phage arsenal against MDR Klebsiella
pneumoniae: novel jumbo and depolymerase-encoding phages

Lisa Olijslager (UMC Utrecht): Creating a super-phage: in vitro evolution of bacteriophages

Wannes Van Wassenbergh (Ghent University): The quest for hidden lysins: exploring viral
dark matter using sequence-based metagenomics

Samiya Siddiqui (KU Leuven): PIT3: A phage-derived protein with anti-virulence activity
against the Type lll Secretion System in Pseudomonas aeruginosa

12:50-13:00 Group picture

13:00-14:30 Lunch & poster session

14:30-16:35: Applied research with phages and their proteins
Chair: dr. Stefaan Vermeulen (HoGent)

14:30 Keynote lecture: Prof. Antonia Sagona (University of Warwick): Phage engineering
for therapy and beyond

15:10 dr. David Parker (Karolinska Institute): Engineering bacteriophage for biosensing
and improved therapeutics

15:25 Lisa Faye (KU Leuven): Exploring bacteriophages and microbial dynamics in COPD
exacerbations

15:40 Joni Bert (Ghent University): Isolation and treatment of a pandrug-resistant
Staphylococcus pseudintermedius infection from canine pyoderma with a bacteriophage-
derived endolysin




15:55 dr. Leonie Reetz (Fraunhofer Institute for Translational Medicine and
Pharmacology): Phage receptor binding proteins as an antibody-alternative for the
detection of bacterial pathogens

16:10 dr. Maarten Boon (KU Leuven): pPUT: a novel phage-based orthogonal expression
system optimized for Pseudomonas

16:25 Closing remarks by the president of the Belgian Society for Viruses of Microbes:
prof. Annika Gillis (UC Louvain)

Poster and pitch awards by dr. Johan Quintens, CSO Inteliphage

Tombola free ticket VoM 2026 (Prague)

16:45 Closing reception

18:30 Symposium dinner @Café Parti (upon registration)




