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 Being actively part of knowledge 
exchange, learning, information, and 
data sharing between agroecology LLs 
and RIs which support individual LL or RI 
improvement and capacity building. 
 

 Extensive networking: 
o Ensuring connection to various agri-

food stakeholders across the EU from 
local to international level through the 
Network members. 

o Linking up and building 
relationships with other organi-
sations and movements with similar 
goals and profiles across Europe to 
pool resources and to extend 
members’ network. 

 
 The possibility of increased co-

operation to develop international / 
transnational research projects on 
agroecology and on LL/RIs. 
 

 Taking part in diverse co-creation 
processes that create opportunity to 
improve or discover new agroecology 
practices, new methods, and app-
roaches for the transition, thus contri-
buting to cutting edge agroecology 
research and innovation. 
 

 Having influence on the direction and 
the outputs of the Network, therefore 
contributing to shifting the discourse 
and research of EU’s agricultural policy 
more toward agroecology. 
 

 Increased visibility on international 
scale. 

 

BENEFITS OF BEING    
A NETWORK MEMBER 

 

ABOUT THE EUROPEAN 
NETWORK OF 

AGROECOLOGY LIVING 
LABS AND RESEARCH 

INFRASTRUCTURES 

The Agroecology Partnership has the 
ambitious mission to coordinate efforts, 
pool resources, and facilitate the 
transition to agroecology across Europe, 
by building on participatory research 
approaches such as Living Labs (LL) and 
Research Infrastructures (RI).  

To achieve this, one of the goals of the 
Partnership is to build a European 
Network of Agroecology LLs and RIs 
(hereafter the Network) that connects 
these participatory place-based 
innovations for enhancing knowledge 
sharing and for supporting multi-
stakeholder co-creation of agroecology 
innovations across various scales in 
Europe. 

Moreover, the Network also aims to 
understand how agroecology LLs and RIs 
can complement one another and 
collaborate in order to achieve 
agroecology transition, while it focuses on 
building synergies with other international 
networks to shape the global discourse 
on agroecology and contribute to related 
science-policy dialogues at different 
levels. 

 

https://www.agroecologypartnership.eu/
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“The Network brings together AE RIs and LLs across Europe that 
demonstrate the ingenuity, sustainability, social and ecological 
viability of AE systems and promote AE as a viable solution to 

current agri-food challenges. The Network empowers LLs and RIs 
that experiment with AE at different geographical scales, 

connecting practice, policy and research through multi-actor, 
system, inter- and transdisciplinary approaches, which explicitly 
acknowledge the challenges of spatial and temporal scales in 

AE systems. The Network promotes exchanges and learning 
spaces among members, generates knowledge and evidence 
for implementing AE and facilitates the sharing of data for AE 

community and beyond. As a result, the Network supports 
inclusive and cutting-edge innovations that accelerate the 
transition to AE at local, regional and national levels in every 

European country.” 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AIMS OF THE NETWORK 

• To support multi-stakeholder co-creation of AE innovations.  
• To connect and empower place-based innovations to create new and 

diverse knowledge.  
• To foster knowledge and information sharing.  
• To improve access and availability of AE LLs and RIs knowledge, data and 

experiences. 
• To understand how AE LLs and RIs can complement one another to achieve 

the AE transition.  
• To upscale or multiply AE LLs and RIs in view of accelerating AE transition. 
• To reach beyond Europe and build synergies with other international 

networks.   
 

NETWORK’S MISSION 
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HOW TO APPLY FOR NETWORK MEMBERSHIP? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Main steps of the Network’s application process 

 

Step 1: APPLICATION 

Applications to the Network will be 
submitted by completing an online 
questionnaire separately for the LLs and 
the RIs. The link to the questionnaire will be 
publicly announced on the Partnership's 
website and advertised through its social 
media channels.  

The Network only accepts the applications 
of initiatives that are already in operation, 
follow and practice the principles of 
agroecology and apply the operational 
approaches of LL or RI. Therefore, initiatives 
that are currently not operational or are in 
the process of being developed are not 
encouraged to apply as these applications 
will not be considered. 

The application questionnaire will contain 
both qualitative and quantitative 
questions broken down into the following 
5 main areas:  

1. Identity details (who you are, basic 
information); 

2. Activities (what you do, and what you 
aim at); 

 
3. Governance (how you do); 
4. Objectives (towards where you go); 
5. Values (why you do). 

 

Eligibility:   

• Only fully complete application forms 
with detailed answers will be considered 
for evaluation. Incomplete forms 
(missing answers, not appropriate 
contact details (name, e-mail address 
and host organisation) will be 
automatically rejected.  
 

• AE LL/RIs already in operation for at least 
4 years will be taken into consideration. 
Initiatives just under development will 
be disregarded. 
 

• AE LL/RIs from all European countries are 
encouraged to apply, but applications 
outside Europe will not be considered. 
Eligible countries: Albania, Austria, 
Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Bulgaria, Croatia, Republic of Cyprus, 
Czechia, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, 
France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, 
Ireland, Italy, Kosovo, Latvia, Lithuania, 
Luxembourg, Malta, Moldova, 
Montenegro, Netherlands, Norway, 
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North-Macedonia, Poland, Portugal, 
Romania, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, 
Spain, Sweden, Switzerland and United 
Kingdom. 
 

• AE LL initiatives applying should comply 
with one mandatory criteria element: 
co-creation of innovation and 
knowledge involving experimentation.1 

Step 2: EVALUATION 

Evaluation period – your membership 
application is assessed by an independent 
Evaluation Committee by 30 April. During 
this period, we may contact you to request 
additional information or clarifications. The 
evaluation outcome will be determined 
based on the scores and feedback received 
from all evaluators.  

The inclusion criteria on which the 
evaluation procedure is based can be 
found in Chapter 5 of this document. You 
will be notified of the evaluation results by 
the deadline of the evaluation period. 

Step 3: NOTIFICATION 

The Network Coordinator disseminates 
the final evaluation outcomes. Each 
applicant receives an individual feedback 
report by 15 May, that includes the 
evaluation outcome and comments from 
the evaluators to all cluster areas of the 
criteria system.  

 

 

 
1 The initiative promotes and applies co-creation, co-
planning and co-development of innovation (i.e. 
technological, environmental, social, and/or 
economic) between different agri-food stakeholder 

Three possible evaluation outcomes:  

Acceptance as a Network Member – your 
initiative is recognized as a sustainable AE 
LL or RI, meeting the established criteria set 
by the Network itself. It has successfully 
demonstrated its value, contribution to 
agroecology and is invited to become a 
Network Member.  

Emerging Member – your initiative is 
progressing toward becoming an AE LL or RI. 
While there is significant potential for full 
Network membership, there are still areas 
that require improvement. These members 
will be able to participate in the mentor 
program offered by the Network (starting 
from 2027). The duration of the “emerging” 
membership is 2 years, and these members 
will be able to apply again after 2 years to 
become full Network Members. 

Not accepted – if your application does not 
meet the requirements mentioned in Step 1, 
it will not be accepted. Re-application can 
be done in the next application wave 
period. 

Step 4: ONBOARDING 

Initiatives accepted as new Network 
Members are officially welcomed into the 
Network and can take advantage of 
benefits associated with the membership. 
The integration of new members takes 
place during an online Onboarding 
meeting between May and early June of 
each year.  

 

 

groups/ actors, especially the users and adopts a 
phased, lifecycle approach in its innovation activities 
(e.g., ideation, co-creation, experimentation, and 
validation). 
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MEMBERSHIP’S 
OBLIGATIONS 

The membership lasts officially from the 
Onboarding meeting, until the end of 
AGROECOLOGY Partnership (December 
2033). The membership in the Network is 
free and on a volunteer basis, however, 
there is a budget dedicated to Network 
activities, travel and accommodation in 
case of physical meetings for the members.  
The Network is expected to be maintained 
and continued from December 2033 
onwards based on a sustainability plan, so 
unofficially the membership will not be 
discontinued after the end of the 
Partnership period (unless it is individually 
requested).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Network membership entails: 

• Active communication, providing 
expert input, your LL/RI experience, 
insight into your activities in order to 
learn from one another and to build a 
sustainable Network.  
 

• Attendance in-person at Annual 
Network Meetings: active 
participation at in-person Network 
meetings once a year (costs will be 
covered by the Partnership). 
 

• Participation in online meetings, co-
creation workshops, events, surveys, 
programs organized by the Network, 
often in cooperation with the different 
partners of the AGROECOLOGY 
Partnership. 

 

  

IMPORTANT DATES 

The application will be open between 2 February and 31 March 2026, during 
these periods the application surveys can be completed. 

Applicants will be informed of the outcome of the evaluation by 15 May 2026. 

Onboarding: New members will be integrated into the Network through an 
online Onboarding meeting, organised between May – early June 2026. 
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INCLUSION CRITERIA 

The Network’s LLs and RIs must contribute 
to some extent to the agroecology 
transition and comply with certain 
operational approaches and definitions 
used in general for LLs and RIs.  

As such, the Network builds on the 5-
element LL approach developed by 
European Network of Living Labs2 (ENoLL), 
but goes beyond that and specifies the 
definition of AE LL as “open innovation 
systems with very strong local 
embeddedness aiming to increase the 
sustainability, resilience and adaptation to 
climate change of the agrifood system 
through co-creation, experimentation and 
evaluation of agroecology practices with 
end-users and other stakeholders of the 
value chain in real-life contexts using inter- 
and transdisciplinary approaches.” 

Building on the definition, the criteria 
specifically consider the following 
characteristics of AE LLs: 

• very strong local (territorial) 
embeddedness,  

• sharing, exchanging and improving 
agroecology knowledge among 
diverse stakeholders (farmers to 
consumers),  

• the innovations aim to increase the 
sustainability, resilience and 
adaptation to climate change of 
agri-food system,  

 
2 ENoLL website: https://enoll.org/  
3 Mambrini-Doudet, M., Gascuel, C., Göldel, B., 
McKhann, H. (2021). D1.1 Reference document with key 
concepts: Vision for building the network of living labs 
and research infrastructures for agroecology 
transition. ALL-Ready Deliverable 

• creating momentum for 
interdisciplinary and trans-
disciplinary approaches, 

• orchestration of co-creation, testing 
and evaluation of agroecology 
practices (iterative process),  

• end-users (farmers) are in the 
center of the process,  

• real-life experiment.3 

As for RIs, the Network is inspired by the 
definition used by the European 
Commission (EC)4, but further specifies the 
term for AE RI as “facilities dedicated to 
research communities allowing users 
through the access to various services and 
resources offering to observe and 
experiment agroecosystem and agri-food 
redesign, therefore enhancing the body of 
scientific knowledge on agroecology 
available for the transition.” 

Following the definition, the main features 
of AE RIs are considered in the criteria: 

• dedicated to research communities, 
and allow scientists to observe, 
experiment, predict agroecosystem 
and agri-food redesign, 

• long-term experimentation using 
diversity of facilities, of data and of 
contexts, 

• contribute to bringing a corpus of 
scientific knowledge on 
agroecology available for 
agroecology transition by providing 
resources and services for research 
communities (e.g. modelling, 
multicriteria assessment, long-term 
observations of socio-ecosystems, 
eInfrastructure, etc), 

4 European Commission: Directorate-General for 
Research and Innovation, European charter of access 
for research infrastructures – Principles and 
guidelines for access and related services, 
Publications Office, 2015,  
https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2777/524573 

https://enoll.org/
https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2777/524573
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• the main participants are scientists; 
however, agricultural organisations 
or research and development 
organisations may also be involved, 
this varies from country to country, 

• contribution to innovation, 
education, public services.5 

The Network is keeping an open mind about 
the applications in the sense that it focuses 
mainly on the activities, values and 
operational approaches of the applicant 
initiatives and not on assessing whether 
they use the appropriate terminology. 

The inclusion criteria consider the two 
different approaches by also looking at 
indicators within 4 cluster areas (Values, 
Objectives, Governance and Activity) that 
supports the characterization of the 
Network’s LLs and RIs based on their 
contribution to agroecology transition.6 

 

I. Values 

This cluster assesses the development of 
co-created values. 

This section specifically analyses the 
interconnections between the elements of 
the initiative and the creation of circular 
and solidarity-based economies and 
social, ecological, and territorial justice. 
Furthermore, it evaluates how the initiative 
contributes to agroecology transition 

 
5 Mambrini-Doudet, M., Gascuel, C., Göldel, B., 
McKhann, H. (2021). D1.1 Reference document with key 
concepts: Vision for building the network of living labs 
and research infrastructures for agroecology 
transition. ALL-Ready Deliverable 
 

through its values that manifest in its 
activities.  

II. Objectives 

This cluster focuses on the initiative’s 
objectives and its contribution to or 
advancement of the agroecology 
transition. More particularly: 

a) how the initiative is committed to 
promoting sustainability, resilience, and 
diversity in agroecosystems and/or the 
food chain. 

b) how the initiative promotes synergies 
among various ecosystem functions to 
enhance overall ecological health and 
productivity. 

c) how the initiative contributes to 
improving the accessibility and 
dissemination of scientific knowledge on 
agroecology. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6 Göldel B., Krzywoszynska A., Mambrini-Doudet M., 
McPhee C. (2021). D1.2 Definitions and a set of 
inclusion criteria for agroecology living labs, pertinent 
research infrastructures and their synergies. ALL-
Ready Deliverable.     



 

 

 

 

 

Application & criteria guideline 

9 
Co-funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are however those of the author(s) 
only and do not necessarily reflect those of the European Union or European Research Executive 
Agency (REA). Neither the European Union nor the granting authority can be held responsible for them. 

III. Governance 

This cluster is related to the management 
of the initiative, the diversity of stakeholders 
involved and how it supports the co-
creation of innovation and knowledge. More 
particularly: 

a) how the initiative supports or applies 
innovation and knowledge co-creation 
processes. 

b) how the initiative engages the different 
types of stakeholders in its governance. 

c) how the initiative promotes the better 
accessibility of scientific knowledge and 
services, ensuring that such information is 
readily available. 

IV. Activity 

This cluster focuses on different practices 
and measures related to the sustainable 
use and responsible management of 

natural resources and inputs and the 
promotion of agroecology. More 
particularly: 

a) how the initiative promotes efficiency in 
the use of resources within its operational 
framework. 

b) how the initiative supports the 
responsible management and use of 
natural resources, ensuring sustainability 
and environmental integrity. 

c) how the initiative promotes the principles 
of agroecology across the entire value 
chain. 

d) how the initiative involves the different 
type of stakeholders and its users in the 
research and innovation. 

e) how the initiative experiments in real-life 
settings. 

f) how the initiative contributes to providing 
resources and services for communities to 
conduct research and foster innovation in 
their fields. 

 

The criteria system also incorporates the 13 principles of agroecology7 the 5 Levels of food 
system changes8. This multifaceted approach will enable the assessment of the applicant's 
level in agroecology transition at the time of application, thereby supporting the final outcome 
of the evaluation. 

 

 

 

 

 
7 HLPE (2019). Agroecological and other innovative 
approaches for sustainable agriculture and food 
systems that enhance food security and nutrition. A 
report by the High Level Panel of Experts on Food 
Security and Nutrition of the Committee on World 

Food Security, Rome http://www.fao.org/cfs/cfs-
hlpe/en/ 
8 Gliessman, S. (2016). Transforming food systems with 
agroecology, Agroecology and Sustainable Food 
Systems, 40(3), 187–189. 

http://www.fao.org/cfs/cfs-hlpe/en/
http://www.fao.org/cfs/cfs-hlpe/en/


 

 

 

 

 

Application & criteria guideline 

10 
Co-funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are however those of the author(s) 
only and do not necessarily reflect those of the European Union or European Research Executive 
Agency (REA). Neither the European Union nor the granting authority can be held responsible for them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1. The agroecology transition elements including the 10 FAO agroecology principle, the 5 levels of 
food system change by Gilessman (2016) and 13 HPLE principles (Ewert et al., 2023)9 

 

 
WHAT STRUCTURES ARE 

NOT AE LLS OR RIS? 

To ensure clarity for applicants and to 
maintain coherence across the Network, it 
is important to specify what does not 
qualify as a LL or RI. While many initiatives 
contribute to innovation, collaboration, or 
sustainability, they may not meet the 
minimum criteria of an AE LL/RI.  

The following examples outline common 
misconceptions of AE LLs: 

1. Single farms, pilot sites, or 
demonstration plots: A single 
commercial farm, an experimental 
farm, a field trial, or a demonstration 
farm does not constitute an AE LL. 

 
9 Ewert, F., Baatz, R., Finger, R. (2023). Agroecology for a sustainable agriculture and food system: From local solutions 
to large-scale adoption. Annual Review of Resource Economics, 15: 351-81 

 
2. EU-funded research projects: An EU-

funded research project, or a research 
task, or a Work Package within an EU-
funded project is not an AE LL. Projects 
may engage with LLs or diverse 
stakeholders, even support the creation 
of LLs, but LLs must be built with the 
purpose of finding context-specific 
solutions with affected stakeholders, 
therefore they exist beyond EU project 
cycles, with their own identity, 
stakeholders, activities, and 
governance. 

 
3. One-off workshop, training, or co-

creation event: Occasional stakeholder 
workshops, focus groups, or 
participatory events do not qualify as 
LLs. LLs require long-term engagement 
and continuous co-creation of 
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knowledge and innovation and not 
sporadic or ad-hoc activities. 

 
4. Platform, cluster or network without 

real-life experimentation: Digital 
platforms, local or regional 
communities, networks or advisory 
groups are not LLs. They might set up LLs 
within their networks if they aim to find 
context-specific solutions with affected 
stakeholders through real-life 
experimentation following iterative 
innovation processes. 

 

The following examples outline common 
misconceptions of AE RIs: 

1. Standard laboratory or routine testing 
service: Routine diagnostic labs, 
quality-control facilities, and analytical 
service providers are not RIs if their 
primary function is commercial service 
delivery rather than enabling FAIR 
principles-based10, open, scientifically 

oriented experimentation with the 
provision of services. 

 
2. Closed, internal facility with no 

external access: A facility used 
exclusively by a single organisation and 
not accessible to external researchers 
does not meet the RI definition. A key 
characteristic of an RI is open and 
transparent user access (at least for 
selected services, datasets, or 
analytical tools). 

 
3. Research institute or academic 

department: A RI is not the same as a 
research institute, university 
department, or organisational unit. 
While these institutions host scientific 
expertise and may operate multiple RIs, 
the institute itself does not qualify as an 
RI unless it provides dedicated, shared 
research facilities, platforms, or services 
with structured access for external 
users. 

 

 

 

 
10 Guiding Principles for scientific data 
management: Findability, Accessibility, 
Interoperability, and Reuse of digital assets. 

Interested in joining our 
European Network of 

Agroecology LLs & RIs?  

Or do you have further 
questions?  

Please do not hesitate 
to contact us! 

 

info.agroecologynetwork@biokutatas.hu  

https://x.com/AGROECOLOGY_PS   

https://www.linkedin.com/company/agroecology-partnership  

https://www.youtube.com/@AGROECOLOGY_PS  

CONTACT 

mailto:info.agroecologynetwork@biokutatas.hu
https://x.com/AGROECOLOGY_PS
https://www.linkedin.com/company/agroecology-partnership
https://www.youtube.com/@AGROECOLOGY_PS

